BASIC BOATING SAFETY COURSE

Nebraska Boating Basics Course

In Nebraska, as of May 1, 2000, personal watercraft law for operators under 16 years of age must complete a Boating Safety Course and be in possession of a course certificate.   Classes are offered throughout the state. The course is a six-hour course (proctored exam) and you must have 70% to pass.  Successful completion of boating safety courses certified or recognized by other states will be accepted in lieu of Nebraska Boating Basics Course. Responsibility lies with the operator.  To locate the nearest Boater Education Class to your location select the NGPC District office that is nearest your location by visiting the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission’s website at:   http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/boating/BGeducate.html
Other NASBLA Approved Basic Boating Safety Courses

Log on to an excellent website at www.boatsafe.com.  This site offers an online boating safety class that is approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA).  Be sure that any course you take is “NASBLA Approved”.  In most areas these are the only courses that qualify as meeting state boating education requirements.  Information from www.boatsafe.com regarding the Basic Boating Safety Course is detailed below:
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	Nautical Know How, Inc.
5102 SE Nassau Terrace, Stuart, FL 34997
Phone: 888-297-2076 - Fax: 772-288-6594


	
There are three ways to take 
the Basic Boating Safety Course:
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	1
Study the material online, take the online chapter review quizzes and final exam. You will receive an email transcript upon completion and your certificate & ID card will be sent via U.S. mail. 
$15.00 - no shipping cost
Top of Form

Bottom of Form


	2
Download the digital version of the course in a PDF file, which can be viewed with the free Adobe viewer. You can study offline and go online to take the chapter review quizzes and the final exam. You will receive an email transcript upon completion and your certificate & ID card will be sent via U.S. mail. 
$20.00 - no shipping cost
When you place your order online, you will be given the internet address where you will find the instructions for downloading the course and the viewer.
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3
Order the printed version, which is a workbook that includes the entire course, a companion disk (WIN) with tutorials, all chapter review quizzes and the final exam. Mail in the final exam (or take it online). Upon successful completion you will receive your certificate and ID card via U.S. mail. 
$34.95 + $6.00 shipping

Book orders placed by noon (eastern time) are shipped same day by US Priority Mail for delivery within 2-4 days. Orders placed after noon will ship the next business day. 


Top of Form
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Nebraska 
Boating Regulations


This section contains information on Nebraska Boating Regulations that are in addition to the Federal Requirements covered in the Basic Boating Course.  All Federal Requirements in the basic boating course apply to Nebraska.  This section lists Nebraska Boating Requirements that are above and beyond Federal Requirements. 

Age Restrictions: 
Persons less than 14 years of age shall not operate a motorboat or Personal Watercraft on waters within the State of Nebraska.

· No child under 12 is allowed aboard any vessel when not wearing a Coast Guard-approved life preserver except when hunting waterfowl in an anchored boat. Operators shall be held responsible. 

· No one under 14 shall operate motorboats of any class at any time. Owners shall be held responsible. 

· Effective May 1, 2000, any person under the age of 16 years shall not operate a personal watercraft unless he or she has completed a Boating Safety Course and is in possession of a valid Boating Safety Certificate. 
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Personal Flotation Devices:
Children under 12 years old aboard any vessel must wear a USCG approved PFD. The only exception is when hunting waterfowl in an anchored boat.
Every vessel, except sailboards, must carry one USCG approved, Type I, II, III or V PFD for each person on board. In addition every vessel except PWC, canoes, kayaks and sailboards, must carry at least one USCG approved throwable floatation device (Type IV).  Required PFDs must be readily accessible. 

Additional Required Equipment:
The State of Nebraska requires equipment in addition to the federal requirements. When operating on Nebraska waters vessels shall have the following items onboard. 

· Every vessel, except PWC, sailboards and boats over 26 feet in length, must carry an oar or paddle. 

· Every vessel, except PWC and sailboards, must be equipped with a bailing bucket, bilge pump or sponge. 

· Exhaust of all engines used on motorboats shall be effectively muffled. 

Speed Limits and Reckless Operation:
No vessel shall be operated within Nebraska in a reckless or negligent manner.  Examples of reckless or careless operation include: 

· Excessive speed in regulated, prohibited or congested areas.

· Speeding in excess of 5 MPH is illegal at all times within 30 yards of any vessel, harbor, marina, landing pier, fishing pier, anchorage or bathing beach. 
· Operating in a manner that may cause an accident.

· Operating in a swimming area with bathers present.

· Operation of a personal watercraft, which endangers life or property.

Navigation Rules:
The State of Nebraska adopts and enforces all federally mandated boating safety laws. 
Every vessel operating in the State of Nebraska shall carry and use safety equipment in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard requirements as specified in the Code of Federal Regulations. Additionally, every vessel shall display the lights and shapes required by the navigation rules. See the Basic Boating Course for these requirements.
Diving and Snorkeling:
All divers and spear-fisherman shall display a free flying, 12 by 12 inch minimum, white diagonal stripe on a red background divers-down flag in the area in which the diving occurs. Divers shall attempt to stay within 150 feet of the divers-down flag.
Boaters should stay at least 150 feet away from a diver-down flag.
Personal Watercraft:
Persons less than 14 years of age shall not operate a Personal Watercraft. Anyone between 14 and 17 must receive and carry proof of certification to operate a PWC on Nebraska waters.
Legal operating time for PWCs is sunrise to sunset.
Each person on a Personal Watercraft (PWC) must wear a Coast Guard approved PFD. PWC's are considered boats and must abide by all boating laws.

The operator of a Personal Watercraft should operate in a reasonable and prudent manner. This includes being aware of other boats in the operating area, awareness of environmental concerns and respecting the rights of shoreline property owners. The PWC operator should not follow other boats closely and should not jump the wake of other boats.
Water Skiing:
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No person shall tow a person on water skis, aquaplane or similar device without or an observer 12 years or older aboard or wide-angle rear view mirror. 

In addition each person engaged in water skiing or aquaplaning must wear a U. S. Coast Guard approved PFD.

All ski lines, when not in use, shall be stowed immediately aboard the towing vessel.
Water skiing is not permitted between the hours of one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise.
Accident Reporting:
Any accident involving death, disappearance or personal injury, or damage greater than $500 must be reported in duplicate. A "boating accident" includes, but is not limited to, capsizing, collision, foundering, flooding, fire, explosion and the disappearance of a vessel other than by theft. Accidents, which involve death, disappearance and injury, must be reported within 48 hours; reports of other cases are required within 5 days. Report accidents to the nearest office of the Nebraska Game and Parks, Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503.
Boating While Intoxicated:
BUI is a criminal offense punishable by fines up to $1,000, imprisonment of up to 6 months, and loss of boating privileges for six months. A person is considered operating under the influence of alcohol if they have a blood-alcohol content of .08 or greater.  By operating on Nebraska waterways, you are deemed to have given consent to be tested for alcohol if arrested for operating under the influence. Refusal to submit to a test will result in the same penalties as BUI.
Registration/Documentation:
All vessels powered by any mechanical device and operated on the waters of Nebraska must be registered and/or numbered in Nebraska, except as follows: 

· Vessels not powered by machinery at any time 

· Vessels owned by any government or political subdivision 

· Motorboats registered in another state and operated in Nebraska less than 60 consecutive days 

· Vessels documented by the USCG 

· Racing type motorboats when competing in state approved races and during trial runs 48 hours prior to or 48 hours after competition 

All registrations are issued for three-year periods and expire on December 31st of the last year.
Effective January 1, 1997 the Motorboat Title Law became effective. After that date all first time owners of newly acquired motorized vessels and previously owned motorboats will be required to obtain a title from the County Clerk in the county where the owner resides, before the County Treasurer will issue or renew any motorboat registration. You will need to know your Hull I.D. number to title and register your boat. 
Upon registration, you will be issued a certificate of number and a validation decal. The certificate must be on board whenever the boat is used. The boat's numbers must be properly displayed on both port and starboard side starting with the validation sticker followed by two capital block letters "NB" followed by a 2 inch space and three or four digits in a numerical group followed by a 2 inch space and two or three capital block letters. 

To take the Nebraska Review Exam, log onto www.boatsafe.com.



Nebraska and federal boating laws are presented in a summarized form. The laws in their entirety can be found by consulting the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. These laws are subject to change. It is the responsibility of the operator to be aware of the most current laws when using a boat.

Certain bodies of water in Nebraska have local restrictions as to type and size of watercraft or motor horsepower, restricted use areas, boat speed, and times for use. Check with the local authorities for these additional restrictions.
	Look Before You Launch


	You can save yourself time and money if you take a moment to 
follow these 12 pre-launch steps before you head out on the water.
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You can probably get away with neglecting your car, at least for a little while, because you drive it daily and you’ll remember at least once a year to drop it by the garage for a tune-up and an oil change. But boats are different — they don’t like being neglected at all. 

Every time you use your boat, you need to get into the habit of running down a mental checklist to ensure that you have a perfect day on the water. Besides, a little investment of time in regular checks can save you sizable amounts of both money and time later.



“Yeah, but I checked it last time” isn’t a good excuse, either, because you’d be surprised by what can go wrong since just last weekend. Besides, chances are you didn’t give your engine a glance then, anyway. At the end of a long day on the water, you probably just turn off the engine, hose off the decks, and head for home. But eventually that’s going to land you in trouble. Here are a dozen items to check off your list before you get going.

1. Coolant
If you have a freshwater cooling system, check the coolant level before you fire the engine up. Once hot, you shouldn’t open the system or you’ll risk a serious burn. The coolant should be up to the proper mark, and if it isn’t, don’t just 
top it off, but check to see why. There may be stains around a hose clamp that would indicate a leak.

2. Batteries
In ancient times (read: more than a decade ago), most boats had batteries on which you could actually check the level of the electrolyte in each cell. Today, most boats rely on maintenance-free or gel-cell batteries, which can’t be easily checked for this condition. If you have the older-style batteries, be sure to fill any low cells with distilled water. On all batteries, take a look at the posts and clamps to make sure they haven’t built up a whitish corrosion that can drain off power. 

3. Belts
Check the drive belts for tension (they should flex about 1/4-inch when you push on them with one finger), and they should be free of any cracks or worn spots.

4. Hoses
Whether you have fresh- or raw-water cooling, take a look at the hoses. Each hose should be in good condition, without any visible cracks or cuts, and it should be fairly firm if you give it a squeeze. If you have any doubts about a hose, replace it before you use your boat. A broken hose cannot only ruin your engine, but it can sink your boat as well.

5. Clamps
Look at the hose clamps to make sure that they’re securely tightened. There should be double clamps on any hoses near or below the waterline, and while hose clamps don’t vibrate loose, your mechanic may have forgotten to tighten one during service.

6. Oil
Always check the oil. It may be awkward to pull the dipstick, but oil is the lifeblood of your engine, so you need to get in the habit. If the oil level is low, top it up immediately. That missing oil is your safety margin, and when it’s gone, any further loss is liable to fry your engine, which can be very expensive. Don’t try to remember to do it when you return, either, because you’ll always forget. You should also check the quality of the oil when you check the quantity. If it’s dark and dirty, plan to change it soon, because it’s losing the lubricating qualities your engine requires. 

7. Fluid
Depending on the type of engine you have, you may have ancillary systems that should be checked as well. For example, if you have power steering, make sure there is ample fluid in the reservoir so that you don’t get air in the system and reduce your control. If your engine has oil injection, you’ll have an oil reservoir that also needs to be inspected and topped up.

8. Transmission
Check your transmission’s fluid level. Usually there is a dipstick, but some have a sight glass, and stern drives often have a removable bolt on the side. Most inboard transmissions should be checked when the engine is idling in neutral at normal operating temperature. Be sure you refill with the proper type of fluid — any other kind causes endless problems. 

9. Snoop
While your head’s in the engine compartment, take a look around. If you see drip marks, which might indicate an oil or water leak, find out what caused them. Are there any loose wires that might get caught in a moving engine part? 

10. Sniff
Before you leave the engine room, take a big sniff. Even the most sophisticated electronic sensor is no match for your nose (unless you have a cold) when it comes to detecting gas fumes. Before you start the blower, make sure your own sniffer approves.

11. Final Check
Once you finish in the engine compartment, your work isn’t done. Start the engine and check to make sure that the oil pressure gauge moves quickly into the proper zone. If not, shut the engine down and find out why before the problem becomes expensive. The ampmeter should also show that the battery is charging. Take a look over the side to make sure that cooling water is being pumped out of the engine.

12. Last But Not Least ... 
Here’s one item not usually included in your routine engine checks, but it’s too often overlooked: Don’t forget to check the fuel gauge. 

The list of items may seem long, but will become second nature and takes only a few minutes. Those few minutes, however, are the mark of a competent and responsible skipper, as well as one who rarely has problems on the water. 

By Chris Caswell
INSERT TOWING A SKIER – one page

INSERT TYING THE KNOT – one page

	Ready For Spring?


	Don’t forget these basic (but often overlooked) maintenance checks.
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It’s almost that time of year when you unearth your boat from its winter lodgings and start getting it in shape for a summer of problem-free boating. You have the best of intentions, naturally, but there are always a few things you forget. Here’s a list of seven engine-related projects that should ensure a smooth and happy engine all season long.

1. Change The “Other” Oil. 
Everyone knows that the engine oil should be changed regularly, along with the oil filter. And most of the time you aren’t more than a year past the recommended interval. But it’s easy to completely forget the “other” oil. Where is it? It’s in your drive system. 

Both stern drives and outboards have lower units with entirely separate oil from the engine block. Before changing the lower unit oil, check for water (a milky-white look signals a leaking seal) and fix that problem before it leads to others. 

If you have an inboard engine, you also have a transmission that uses oil, and it needs to be changed just like your engine oil. Check your manual for the hour interval and the proper type of lubricant needed for your transmission.

2. Get Wired.
You may not realize it, but spark plug wires literally wear out. They have to put up with heat, vibration and humidity, so it’s no surprise they don’t last forever. 

The first sign your wires are due for replacement is that they’ll feel stiff. You might even see tiny cracks in the outer casing of the wires, or they may have become kinked from bending a certain way. Want some simple advice? Just replace the plug wires every year. They’re not expensive, and in many cases your boat will have renewed power from getting the full electrical charge to the spark plugs.

If, however, you’re pinching pennies, start your engine at night and look into the engine compartment. In the darkness, you may see a fluttering blue glow on some of the wires. That’s your power leaking away through cracks. Now go change the plug wires. 

3. Rub-A-Dub, 12 Volts In A Tub.
Your battery is crucial, not just for starting the engine, but for running all your other systems when the engine is turned off. So it deserves better care than you’re probably giving it.

For example, when did you last give your battery a bath? Tsk, tsk. You know that whitish corrosion that forms on the terminals and spreads across the top of the battery? If you leave that alone long enough, it acts just like a wire from one terminal to the other, draining your battery in no time at all. 

The solution is simple: a mixture of baking soda and water combined to form a mushy paste that you brush onto the battery (keep it away from the cells, of course). You’ll see that white powder dissolve away just like on those laundry detergent commercials. Rinse the battery thoroughly with fresh water, and as long as you don’t leave your lights on, you won’t have to deal with a dead battery.

4. Get A Trim.
With all the other projects on your boat, it’s easy to overlook the tilt and trim system on your stern drive or outboard. You should make sure there is sufficient hydraulic fluid in the reservoirs to power those mechanisms. You should also trace the fluid lines right down to the rams. It’s important that you take the time to examine the rams for telltale weeping, which signals a seal that has gone south. Get this fixed so you don’t dump toxins in the water, and also so you’ll have tilt or trim when you need it.

If you have an inboard, you probably have trim tabs, and you need to perform the same test from reservoir to rams. 

5. The Sniff Test.
If you’ve got an electronic fume sniffer, you might not be worrying about gas leaks. But no matter how much faith you put in modern electronics, the fact of the matter is that the human nose, colds and sinus problems aside, is far better at detecting fuel leaks than any black box.

Before you launch your boat, play bloodhound and give your fuel tank and fuel lines a thorough sniffing. Don’t forget to go up the inlet hose to the filler as well as back to the engine. 

If you get the faintest whiff of that telltale scent of gasoline, do what cops tell suspects to do: Step away from the boat. Go find professional help and don’t switch any electrical systems on or off.

6. Fill Your Boat With Water.
Well, not exactly. But do make sure the freshwater cooling system in your engine is filled and ready for the summer. You probably didn’t know that water wears out, and actually, it doesn’t. It’s the antifreeze — that strange-smelling greenish stuff — that wears out. 

Antifreeze, more properly called coolant solution, is full of chemicals that insulate your engine from corrosion, lubricate moving parts and generally protect the cooling system. That’s why you’re not supposed to fill your cooling system with just water. 

As a precaution, it’s a good idea to drain your cooling system (if it wasn’t empty for winter storage) and start with a new mixture of coolant and water.

7. Don’t Be Shiftless.
You’ll probably remember to check your hydraulic steering, but when was the last time you paid any attention to your shift or throttle cables, except to swear at them when they were sticky and you almost banged the dock last summer?

Now is a good time to get rid of that stiffness by lubricating everything from the levers at the helm to the sliding rods at the engine. There are so many different systems that it’s hard to offer specific advice. Some have injection points for lubricant, others don’t. Check your owner’s manual and make your controls slippery smooth for this summer.

So how’d you do? How many of these items were you already planning to check while fitting out your boat for the summer? Yeah, sure, you’re on top of it already, right? Good enough, just make sure you hit all seven items for a worry-free start to the new season. 

By Chris Caswell
INSERT READY FOR WINTER? – three pages

INSERT READY FOR WINTER? – three pages 

INSERT READY FOR WINTER? – three pages

INSERT WINTERIZING YOUR BOAT – one page
	Mr. Clean


	Don’t spend the whole weekend scrubbing and polishing your boat. 
Steal these easy shortcuts and finish the job in half the time.


	 


[image: image9.png]



All right, admit it. On a sunny day, wouldn’t you much rather sprawl in the cockpit with a cold beverage than labor away trying to get an entire season’s worth of dirt and grunge off the boat? There are, of course, chemical preparations that are guaranteed to do this or that, but they all seem fairly expensive. So here are the results of a lifelong quest for simple and inexpensive ways to get your boat clean with the least effort.

For a non-slip fiberglass deck, using water and Bon-Ami powdered cleanser with a stiff-bristled brush works great. It’s the only thing that seems to really knock the dirt and grime out of the non-slip pattern, and shouldn’t abrade away your shiny gel coat finish.

For hull and cabin sides, you can use a liquid dishwashing detergent in warm sudsy water to scrub away dirt and dark smudges where rainwater drains off the deck. Because mildew thrives on phosphate, use only low-phosphate detergents in case it doesn’t all get rinsed off.

The following list covers a variety of materials that need cleaning, as well as Cap’n Chris’ handy elixirs. A word of caution, however: Test everything on a small (and out of sight) area first, because there are so many fabrics available today that generalities can lead to problems. 

1. Brass: To remove tarnish, either use elbow grease and brass polish, or use a wet rag sprinkled with oxalic acid powder (from marine hardware stores for teak cleaning) and wipe the tarnish off in one pass. The latter is preferable.

2. Copper: Lightly scrub the metal with the cut end of a lemon dipped in salt — the shine will be blinding!

3. Engines: Keep your engine clean with Gunk, a spray cleanser that goes onto a cold engine and is hosed off with fresh water. There are some cleansers available for hot engines, which work faster because the grease is warm and loose, but the fumes can be offensive, so you may prefer a cold engine block.

4. Cushion Creases: The tiny creases around the seams on white vinyl cushions can sprout mildew. Mix 1/4 cup of ammonia to 4 cups of water and then scrub the creases thoroughly with an old toothbrush dipped in the liquid. After rinsing, dry the crease gently with a hair dryer.

5. Cushion Stains: For tough stains on white vinyl cushions, including flotation cushions, mix one teaspoon of ammonia, 1/4 cup of hydrogen peroxide and 3/4 
cup of distilled water. For some reason, the bubbling of the peroxide floats away 
stubborn blemishes.

6. Bunk Cushion Bottoms: Most bunk cushions have a white cotton bottom that gets ugly black blemishes of mold and mildew. Soak the stain in chlorine bleach (without getting the colored top fabric wet) and then dip the affected areas in a weak mixture of white vinegar and water to counteract the bleaching action.

7. Plastic Portholes: Acrylic ports pick up a haze that doesn’t come off with Windex, but the same mixture of vinegar and water wipes it right away.

8. Scratched Plastic Portholes: There are a number of reputable marine products available for use in removing minor scratches on plastic, but Skippy works the best. That’s right; believe it or not, good old-fashioned, creamy style peanut butter is a perfect rubbing compound for plastic. If you’ve used it all for sandwiches, you can also use mild toothpaste to achieve the same effect. If you have deeper scratches, pilot shops at local airports often have inexpensive polishes for plastic aircraft windows that will do the trick. 

9. Leather: Covers often have leather reinforcing, and wet leather can pick up mildew quickly. A weak solution of water and alcohol will remove the mildew without injuring the leather, and regular washing with saddle soap or the “hide food” used to preserve sports car leather seats will keep the material supple.

10. Mildewed Wood: Older wooden boats often have mildew on stringers and frames deep in the bilge, but a rag dipped in a bucket of warm water laced with a shot glass of kerosene will both remove the mildew and forestall its return.

11. Aluminum: If you want to put a shine back onto an aluminum fitting, try rubbing it with the shiny side of a piece of aluminum foil. You’ll be amazed at how quickly the gloss returns, but don’t try it on anodized aluminum because it will remove the finish.

12. Fenders: You may have tried everything on dirty white fenders, from acetone (it makes them sticky for days) to Ajax (it dulls their finish), but nothing’s better than mineral spirits. The dirt and scuffs come off, and the fenders look like new. You can use mineral spirits on anything similar, such as flexible PVC cowl vents.

13. Masking Tape: Nothing is as frustrating as trying to peel off week-old masking tape, which welds itself to whatever you were painting. Run lighter fluid under the edges of the tape, wait a few minutes, and the tape will slip off.

14. Duct Tape: Indispensable for quick repairs on board, it often leaves a residue of glue behind. A rag dampened with denatured alcohol will take off those sticky spots without marring the surface.

15. Iceboxes: (refrigerators and ice chests, too): To clean them as well as make them fresh smelling again, use a thick paste of baking soda and water. When you restock your cold box, leave an opened carton of baking soda (wedged so it won’t tip) inside to soak up smells.

16. Stainless Steel: As they say, stainless steel isn’t, so use oxalic acid to get rid of rust stains. Dissolving the crystals to form a liquid might work, but that can be messy, and this powerful bleach can damage a deck or paint. It’s better to use oxalic acid in gel form. It sticks to vertical rails without dribbling, and when hosed, removes rust stains completely.

17. Blood: On white fabrics, make a thick paste of dry laundry detergent and warm water, and let the mixture sit on the spot for 20 minutes before rinsing. 

18. Oil & Tar: Scrape off the thick residue with a knife blade or putty knife, and put a clean rag soaked in dry cleaning fluid under the fabric below the stain. Using another clean rag and more of the same fluid, pat the spot gently to force the tars through the material into the bottom rag. You’ll probably always have a brown blemish, but it won’t be nearly as bad as before.

Once you’re done with the dirty work, it’s time to reap the benefits of your home remedies. Make a pitcher of lemonade (setting the rinds aside to polish the copper pots) and a peanut butter sandwich (leaving enough to fix that scratch on the windshield), kick back in the cockpit and watch the other boat owners struggle through heavy-duty cleaning.                                                                              By Chris Caswell
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