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Water Rules
A. Boats

1. Boats shall be operated no faster than idling speed ½ hour past sundown to 9:00 a.m. and shall make no wake nor excessive noise.

2. Lot numbers must be displayed on the left side, toward the rear of all motorboats.  Boats not displaying a Middle Island lot number are subject to removal from the lake.

3. All powerboats must travel in a counter clockwise direction (turn to the left).  Boats starting skiers shall not cut across the lake, but must follow the shoreline.  Boats in motion may cut across the lake, but must follow the shoreline.  Boats in motion may cut across the lake only after the operator has determined that it will not interfere with the right of way of other boats or skiers.  The back channel is one way.  (See diagram for turnaround areas located on page D-7 of the Rules & Regulations section).

4. No powerboat shall be operated between a downed skier and the towing boat.  The operator of the towing boat of a downed skier is responsible for keeping the ski rope out of the path of other boats and not interfering with others in returning to the downed skier.  The orange flag must also be displayed.

5. No powerboat shall follow closer than 150 feet to a skier.

6. Downed skiers and non-powered boats have the right of way at all times.

7. When passing another boat, pass to the deep-water side (to the left).

8. Powerboats and skiers shall travel at least 50 feet from shore.  Powerboats with skiers shall travel down the middle of the back channel.

9. Slow cruising boats, including canoes, paddle boats, and non-motor boats shall stay close to shore unless crossing and are to keep toward the shoreline leaving the middle for skiers.

10. Inflatable items sold for towing purposes must have 75 feet or less of towline.

11. Standing in boats, sitting with legs extended over the edges of boats and overloading boats is dangerous and is prohibited conduct.  No one shall be on the front deck of a pontoon traveling at a speed faster than idle.

12. No boat operators, passengers or water-skiers shall conduct themselves in such a way as to cause hazard or damage to the person or property of others.  (This includes unnecessary planning).

13. Pontoon boat motors are limited to 90 hp or less.  Speedboat motors are limited to 140 hp or less and are to be outboards only.  However, direct-drive boats certified by the American Water Skiing Association (AWSA) are acceptable and exempt from the horsepower and size restrictions.  Inboards or inboard-outboards (I-O’s) are prohibited.  (Exception:  Larry Jacobson’s I/O boat that he owns as of 1-1-00.  When he replaces this boat, the replacement boat and motor must comply with current Lake Association Rules and Regulations).

14. Absolutely no guest boats shall be allowed on the lake.

15. Only one ski boat per lot is allowed on the lake at one time.

16. Boat drivers must be at least 14 years of age.  In Nebraska, as of May 1, 2000, personal watercraft law for operators under 16 years of age must complete a Boating Safety Course and be in possession of a course certificate.   

17. Airboats, jet skis and hover craft boats are not allowed to operate on the lake or lake property.

18. All boats when pulling a person on skis, surfboards, or similar devices and not equipped with a wide-angle rear viewing mirror, must have a responsible person, 12 years or older, as an observer in the boats with the operator.

19. No wake, idle speed only, as you pass under the bridge.

20. Boating is otherwise governed by the Nebraska State Boating Rules.

21. A non-permanent slalom ski course is allowed for use on weekdays from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

22. Boats, boat docks and boat trailers may be stored upon the premises from October 15 through May 15 but must be at least 10 feet off the road.  At any other time, any boat, boat dock, or boat trailer shall either be in the lake, a boathouse or an enclosed garage.

B. Swimming

1. No one shall swim or float more than 25 feet from shore.

C. Fishing

1. Fishing is permitted only by lot owners and their guests.  Guests must be accompanied by the lot owner or the lot owner’s immediate family.

2. Fishing is governed by all Nebraska state laws and regulations.

3. Please respect lot owners’ requests not to fish in swimming areas or activity areas when owners or guests are present.

4. Catch and release rules:

a. Catch and release all walleye, sauger and yellow perch until further notice per fish stocking plan.

b. Catch and release all crappie less than 11 inches.

c. Catch and release of bass is encouraged.

d. Blue gill – 9-inch limit.

e. Catfish – no limit placed.

f. All trash fish – please do not return to the Lake, release in river or to trash can.

5. Placement of items for fish habitat in the Lake is not allowed without prior approval of the Middle Island Board of Directors.

Land Rules
D.  Motorized Vehicles

1. No motorized vehicles, including automobiles, shall exceed 20 mph.

2. No person shall drive an automobile or other vehicle designed for street use unless he or she is licensed to drive said vehicle on public roads in the State of Nebraska.  All other rules of the road shall be observed.  All motor vehicles and operators must be in compliance with state laws.

3. Recreational vehicles or similar off the road vehicles must be muffled and driven so as not to create a nuisance or danger to others or their property and shall be driven on hard surface roads except when used by residents to groom the beach.  These vehicles are to be operated under the same rule governing boating hours.  (See boating rules section A-1).

4. No dirt bikes will be allowed at any time.

5. No guest recreational vehicles (i.e., ATVs) or similar off-the-road vehicles are allowed.

6. At no time shall a lot be used for storage of an automobile or any other vehicle (except boats, boat docks and boat trailers per water rule #A-22).

E. Hunting & Use of Firearms

1. Hunting and the use of firearms shall be prohibited on Middle Island property and/or its common areas except for varmint control approved by the Board of Directors.

2. Use of firearms, BB-guns and air rifles for target practice is prohibited.

F. Pets

1. All household pets shall be in control by owners.

G. Tools / Machinery

1. When using power equipment please respect your neighbors’ sleeping hours.

2. No tools / machinery shall be used in the common areas that may cause damage to the common area.  Any damage to the common areas by an owner / member, lessee or guest shall be repaired by the owner / member, lessee or guest to the satisfaction of the Board of Directors.

E.  Trash

3. Trash is picked (until further notice) on Tuesdays between May 1st and October 15th.  Year-round trash services can be obtained for an additional fee.

4. Residents are to provide contained trash receptacles (i.e., covered trash can or closed trash bag).

5. No trash (bottles, cans, etc.) shall be thrown into the lake or on surrounding lake property.

Dues

6. Annual Lake Association dues are $50.00 (until further notice) and are due January 1st of each year payable to Middle Island Lake Association and sent to the Treasurer.

7. All members will share in the cost of repair and maintenance of the water system.

Amending the Rules
8. Proposals for amending Lake Rules and Regulations must be submitted in writing along with twenty (20) signatures of lot owners before the matter can be brought to a membership vote.

9. The Lake Association Board of Directors can send a proposed amendment to the membership for voting without obtaining 20 signatures.

10. When modifications / amendments to the rules are approved by a majority vote of association members, a copy of said modified rules and regulations shall be mailed to each owner / member by regular mail, postage prepaid at the address of said owner / member as reflected in the records of the Association.

11. An owner / member who leases his/her lot to a lessee shall be responsible for providing the lessee with a copy of the rules and regulations and of any modification / amendments to said rules and regulations.

Rule Enforcement
Compliance with and enforcement of the Middle Island Lake Association Rules and Regulations is the responsibility of all owners / members and is demonstrated by:

12. Adhering to Lake Rules.

13. Disciplining family members.

14. Controlling guests.

15. Discussing violations with fellow owners / members.

16. Asking trespassers to leave and calling the Cass County Sheriff if the refuse.

17. Anyone who is not an owner / member, lessee or guest of an owner / member or lessee is to be a trespasser of Middle Island and shall be prosecuted accordingly.

Final Authority
18. These rules and regulations have been approved by the Board of Directors of the Middle Island Lake Association as provided by Article II of the Bylaws of the Middle Island Lake Association.

19. These rules and regulations are binding on all owners / members, lessees and their guests.

20. The Board of Directors shall have final authority in determining the appropriate sanction for a rule violation.  Sanctions that may be imposed may include:  verbal warnings, written citations, required attendance and completion of a boating safety class, or suspension or lake privileges for a specified period of time.

Protective Covenants
These rules and regulations and any amendments thereto are not intended to modify or replace the Protective Covenants of Middle Island Lake Association or lease.
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